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univeristy. The story of his early life is told in the first volume of his autobiography,
Karoo Morning, and he has continued the narrative to the end ofthe Second World War
in Bursting World.

Guy Butlerwas a lecturer in the Depariment of English at this University from 1948
to 1950, and he has been Professor of English at Hhodes University since 1952. In
addition to producing a targe number of scholarly articles, particularly on Shakespeare
and South African literature, he has been the editor of several important works, in
particular the two Qxford University Press anthologies, A Book ofSouthAfricaq Verse,

He has brought out five volumes of his own poetry, establishing his characteristic
lyric mode in his first volume, Siranger to Europe, which appeared in 1 852 and which
concentrated on his experience of the war, A life-long concern of his poetry has been
the effort to crystallize what the contrasting experiences of Europe and Africa have
meant to him. He has written five plays, the best-known being The Dam and The Dove
Returns, both on South African themes; Inboth his poetry and his drama he has proved

in 1949 and 1953 respectively, first prize of the Van Riegbeeck Tercentenary
Foundation in 1953, and the CentralNews Agency award for Selected Poemsin 1978,

‘We lEnglish-Speaking South Africans] don't know who we are ... The first stepis to
meet our forebears ag pecple: in their own writings, in biographies, in historical
studies, in works of fiction ... {for we shall remain "Westerners by cultural correspon-
dence course” unless we consciously locate ourselves and strike root.’

To the end of helping English-speaking South Africans to strike root-Take Root or
Die is the title of one of his plays ~ he has always been extremely active in national
bodies such as the English Academy, of which he was President between 1968 and
1969. He has made a major contribution on the cultural front through his active
Involvement with the 1820 Settlers Monument Foundation. He was the moving force
behind the project from the time that it became ciear that itwould be firmly committed
to a non-ragiaj, forward~!ooking cultural and educational programme. He has been a

as Chairman of the InS_tit!.lte from its inception in 1964 until 1972. He is currently a
Eember of the Commission of Inguiry into the Creative Arts, and a member of the
fama Advisory Committee of CAPAE.

ltisas an academic, a creative writer anda i i i
. = s \ campaigner for English and the English
in South Africa that Guy Butler js being honoured by the University.





